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Workshop title: Aligning Interpretation of Standards: Are We There Yet?
The aim of the workshop was to norm participants on isolated speaking tasks associated with different proficiency levels IAW STANAG 6001.
 

Objectives:
 
1. to rate a number of clips extracted from the BAT 2 speaking test, and justify ratings by using statements from STANAG 6001;
2. to develop level-checks or probes based on the tasks presented in the clips;
3. to discuss elicitation techniques and other aspects of testing the speaking skill, especially at level 3 proficiency.
 
 
Agenda:
The workshop was comprised of individual and group work activities. The participants rated each clip independently, and then compared their ratings within their groups, and then with those of the other groups. Each rating was accompanied by a justification. For rating purposes, the participants used a rating grid, as well as a sheet with a table listing: Topic, Task, Task Level, and Level of Response. The participants discussed characteristics of level 3 tasks and they also developed level-checks and probes based on the tasks presented in the clips. Consensus on ratings was almost perfect among the participants, indicating a high level of achieved standardization among the nations.

