Abstract
Bridging the Gap: Challenges in Designing Military English Materials for Academic Settings
Military cadets operate in a dual sphere—both as students in higher education and as future officers expected to perform in multilingual and operationally complex environments. This dual role presents a unique challenge for ESP practitioners tasked with designing English materials that meet both academic and military language needs. 
The presentation explores the adaptive and research-informed development of a Military English coursebook for undergraduate cadets at a national defense academy. It focuses on four key areas:
(1) navigating the tension between academic and military language requirements;
(2) addressing the challenge of authenticity, by finding the balance between intervention and authenticity;
(3) integrating research methodologies—including corpus linguistics and ESP pedagogical framework—into materials design; and
(4) implementing collaborative feedback loops that involve the cadets as end users of the material, grounded in a design-based research framework.
To illustrate this process of ongoing adaptation, we present preliminary findings from a user-centered questionnaire study conducted with cadets who used the coursebook over two academic semesters. The study explores perceptions of task relevance, linguistic complexity, motivational value, and the alignment of course content with operational communication needs. These insights directly inform future iterations of the material.
By sharing both the theoretical foundations and practical outcomes of this project, the presentation contributes to the broader conversation on the future of military language training—one that requires continuous adaptation and active collaboration among educators, learners, and military professionals. 

